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SOUTHAMPTON   was    spared.    His   youth   and
romantic devotion to Essex were accepted as a
palliation of his delinquency, and the death sentence
was commuted for imprisonment in  the Tower.
Sir Christopher Blount and Sir Charles Davers were
beheaded; Sir Gilly Merrick and Henry Cuffe were
hanged.    Some heavy fines were levied from some
of the other conspirators, but there were no more
executions; the Government was less vindictive than
might have been expected,    Penelope Rich, who
had been taken prisoner in Essex House at the same
time as her brother, was set free.    In the hour of his
triumph Cecil's one wish was to show no animosity;
he gave rein to his instinctive mildness, and was as
polite as possible to his fallen enemies.    An oppor-
tunity occurred of showing a favour to Lady Essex,
and he immediately seized it.    One Daniell, a fol-
lower of the Earl's, had got hold of some of his private
letters, had forged copies of them, and had black-
mailed the Countess with threats of publication.  She
appealed to Cecil, who acted with great promptitude.
The ruffian was seized and brought before the Star
Chamber; and, in an elaborate sentence, filled with
flowery praises of the Countess, he was condemned
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